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(57) Abstract: A negative photosensitive composition which comprises (A) an infrared ray absorber, (B) an organic boron com- 
pound exhibiting the function as a polymerization initiator by the combination with the infrared ray absorber (A), (C) an onium salt, 
and (D) a compound having a polymerizable unsaturated group. The use of the above negative photosensitive composition allows 

the preparation of a negative photosensitive composition which can be cured by an infrared ray, is less susceptible to the inhibition of 
polymerization due to oxygen in the radical polymerization thereof, and is excellent in storage stability, and also allows the produc- 
tion of a negative photosensitive lithographic printing plate which can directly form an image without preheating by the irradiation 
of an infrared ray from a solid laser or a semiconductor laser based on a digital signal, exhibits high sensitivity and is excellent in 
the resistance to printing and in storage stability. 
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extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. m Observations where unily of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet. 



As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



^' [3 No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 

1 to 3, 7 to 9r 11 

Remark on Protest xhe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No, III of continuation of first sheet (2) 

The matter common to the inventions according to claims 1 to 11 is 
a negative photosensitive composition according to claim 1. 

The search has revealed that the above negative photosensitive 
composition according to claim 1 is disclosed in document 1: JP 9-67406 
A (Toppan Printing Co., Ltd.). H March, 1997 (11.03.97), claims 1, 2 
and 5, [0008] , [0031] , [0032] and [0037] to [0059], and document 2: JP 
2000-109509 A (Toppan Printing Co., Ltd.), 18 April, 2000 (18.04.00), 
claims 1, 2 and 5, [0029] , [0038] to [0055], and thus is not novel. 

As a result, the negative photosensitive composition according to claim 
1 falls within the scope of the prior art, and therefore, the above common 
matter (a negative photosensitive composition according to claim 1) is 
not a special technical feature in the meaning of PCT Rule 13. 2, the 
second sentence. 

Accordingly, there is no matter common to all the inventions according 
to claims 1 to 11. 

Since there is no other common matter which is considered to be a special 
technical feature in the meaning of PCT Rule 13. 2, the second sentence, 
no technical relationship in the meaning of PCT Rule 13 can be found among 
those different inventions. 

Consequently, it is clear that the inventions according to claims 1 
to 11 do not comply with the requirement of unity of invention. 

No additional search fee is charged for the invention according to 
claim 2 (which specifies the infrared absorber) , the invention according 
to claim 3 (which specifies the organic boron compound) , the invention 
according to claim 7 (wherein the onium salt has a substituted aromatic 
ring) , and inventions according to claims 9 and 10 (which further comprises 
a binder resin and wherein the binder resin is allcali-soluble) , since 
those inventions fall within the scope of the above documents 1 and 2 
and thus the search with respect to those inventions has been carried 
out with ease. 

In conclusion, the present application describes four inventions being 

classified into: 

the inventions according to claims 1 to 3, 7 to 9, and 11, 

the invention according to claim 4 (wherein the onium salt is a combined 

onium salt) , 

the inventions according to claims 5 and 6 (wherein the onium salt 
has two or more types of onium ion atoms in one molecule thereof) , and 

the invention according to claim 10 (wherein the binder comprises a 
polymer having an aromatic carboxyl group. 
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